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FOREWORD

This booklet contains the 10 Point Youth Manifesto prepared by the RNZRSA.

The 10 Points listed within the Manifesto provide the ‘framework of focus’ for the 
RNZRSA in its youth policies and youth activities.

RNZRSA is circulating this Manifesto widely amongst its entire membership.  
As well RNZRSA will distribute copies to Government, Government agencies 
involved in youth issues; and to other organisations involved with or concerned with 
youth issues in our nation.

These are the Ten Youth Issues that RNZRSA intends to focus considerable attention 
on, and that will form the framework of our future youth policies. 

This is our Youth Charter.

RNZRSA believes that the future well being and prosperity of this country depends 
upon sound democratic governance and good citizen behaviour. This must of 
necessity include the nurturing of the young New Zealanders to ensure that the 
strength, vitality, well being and security of our nation is preserved and enhanced.

This country, in its defence of freedom, lost thousands of its young people. They did 
not have the opportunity to blossom, achieve their full potential and make further 
contributions to our nation.

We, RNZRSA, owe it to those who made this sacrifice, to assist in every practical 
way, the youth of today to achieve their full potential.

John Campbell
National President

Royal New Zealand Returned And Services’ Association

September 2007
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“Young New Zealanders do understand the 
determination, the tenacity and the courage of our 
ANZACS. They do know what they did. They know 
they stood out because of their values and qualities. 
Understanding these values and achievements 
should encourage young New Zealanders to 
develop the necessary personal attributes, skills, 
knowledge and dedication so they too can achieve 
their own important place in society.”

– John Campbell
RNZRSA National President  

ANZAC Day Dawn Service, Wellington, 2006.
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Background to the Manifesto

Young New Zealanders are the most important part of our Society – they are the 
future. They must be given respect, attention and encouragement to allow each 
individual to develop his or her potential and ability. RNZRSA acknowledges that 
young people have rights and responsibilities as citizens to participate in community 
affairs and play a constructive role in society.

RNZRSA has long supported the care and development of New Zealand Youth. 
Veterans who have served the nation on the battlefield, and who have been major 
contributors to the freedoms this nation enjoys, can rightly expect that new generations 
are brought to an understanding of their social and individual responsibilities. 

RNZRSA believes that the future well-being and prosperity of this country depends 
upon sound democratic governance and good citizen behaviour. This must of 
necessity include the nurturing of the youth of New Zealand to ensure that the 
strength, vitality, well-being and security of our nation is preserved and enhanced.

To this end, youth must be given every opportunity and advantage in education and 
upbringing that will provide them with the best opportunities to achieve their aims 
in life. This must include a sound understanding of individual rights, freedoms and 
responsibilities. It must include a sound understanding of our political and social 
structure, origins and history – and must be aimed at promoting responsible citizens 
and a strong national identity.

We must engender in our youth a respect for, and understanding of themselves and 
others in society, and an acceptance of their responsibility as part of that society.

To further this, the RSA must look for opportunities at all levels within the organisation 
and in the wider community to originate, support and encourage youth activities 
which espouse these New Zealand values.
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AIM

To inspire all young New Zealanders to reach their full potential through initiatives, 
support and programmes that develop self-esteem and good life skills, promote 
positive values and life direction, and reinforce the value of service.

OBJECTIVES

To maximise the potential of young New Zealanders.

To enhance the skills, motivation and achievement levels of young New Zealanders 
– which in turn can deliver wider economic and social benefits to our nation.

To promote good health and education.

To create an environment that would lead to a pro-active response to negative 
youth statistics in education, suicide, substance abuse, youth crime, social 
behaviour and driving habits.

To nurture values, build resilience and good character, create positive life styles 
– and promote life choice changes for those at risk.

To encourage the participation of young New Zealanders in Commemorative and 
Remembrance activities and learning. The youth of New Zealand must continue 
to be encouraged to learn of their elders’ experiences.

In Summary 

RNZRSA wishes to assist all young New Zealanders – whether it is: 

To ensure that individuals reach the minimum requirement of becoming balanced, 
healthy and motivated individuals capable of making a positive contribution to 
society;

or

To encourage, promote, and reward those young New Zealanders with positive 
life goals, leadership potential and high motivation to become role models for 
their peers and future leaders.

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°
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1POINT ONE

Support for Youth Organisations and Initiatives

We have a powerful potential in our youth – we must direct that 
power and potential toward good ends.

RNZRSA will either continue to support or will establish 
ways and means of supporting:

The New Zealand Cadet Forces

The Services Academies

Scouting New Zealand

Guides New Zealand 

Other Youth Organisations

The Conservation Corps

The Limited Service Volunteers Programme

Veterans Associations Youth Organisations  
e.g. Ex-Vietnam Services Association (Neville Wallace 
Memorial) Children’s and Grandchildren’s Trust

The Foundation for Youth Development 

RNZRSA Overseas Commemorative Scholarship

RNZRSA will establish formal links with these Organisations and will support them 
as far as practical in both a financial and practical manner.

We have increased our financial support commitment to both New Zealand 
Cadet Forces and the Air Training Corps.

We have and will continue to support the Ex-Vietnam Services Association 
(Neville Wallace Memorial) Children’s and Grandchildren’s Trust.

We will forge close links with the Foundation for Youth Development.

We will further our embryonic links with Scouting New Zealand.

We will foster Scholarships for outstanding young New Zealanders.

RNZRSA will establish an effective RNZRSA Youth Membership Programme. The target 
date for full introduction nationally of this Programme is December 2008.

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°



THE ROYAL NEW ZEALAND RETURNED AND SERVICES’ ASSOCIATION�

2 POINT TWO

Support for the Life Education Trust (LET)

The Mission Statement of LET is:

“To help give the young people of New Zealand, through positive health-based 
education, the knowledge and skills to raise their awareness to live a fulfilling and 
healthy life.”

This is a Mission Statement to which the RNZRSA  
can subscribe.

RNZRSA has given practical evidence of 
its support to LET in the past, through 
its significant contributions to Mobile 
Classrooms. RNZRSA sees LET as a 
principal interface between itself and the 
youth of New Zealand, and will continue 
to provide whatever practical support it 
can to assist LET to meet its Mission.

We will lend our fullest practicable resources 
to assist LET in endeavours to protect the 

youth of our Nation from drug, alcohol and 
substance misuse and abuse.
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3POINT THREE

RNZRSA Youth Mentor Programme

Young people need models, not critics

RNZRSA believes that it can utilise the life experiences of veterans to promote  
good values.

RNZRSA will, in conjunction with the Youth Court, Child Youth and Family and 
other government agencies as well as non-government and interested community 
organisations, seek to establish a Youth Mentor Programme.

RNZRSA will provide a Mentor Programme based on local RSAs.

RNZRSA will liaise with the Principal Youth Court Judge, the New Zealand 
Police and ‘Big Brothers, Big Sisters of New Zealand’ in this project.

By listening and responding to the needs and concerns 
of young people we can seek ways to help ensure 
that they are nurtured and challenged to reach 
their full potential.

RNZRSA would seek to have a Mentor 
Programme in place and operating 
effectively by August 2008.

°

°

°
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4 POINT FOUR

Use of RSA Facilities

Many RSAs (177 spread from Kaitaia to Bluff) have facilities that 
lend themselves to supporting Youth initiatives and activities.

Clearly we must be conscious of and recognise laws concerning 
licensed and gaming activities – but most RSAs are able to 
accommodate youth activities within these constraints.

RNZRSA will:

Make its facilities available wherever practical to appropriate Youth Organisations 
and encourage them to utilise our facilities.

‘The family that plays together, stays together’ – Indoor sports such as Snooker, 
8 Ball, Darts, Indoor Bowls and others are having a renaissance with younger 
people. RSAs offer the advantage of year-round weather-independent activities. 
Inter-age group mixing teaches tolerance towards the attitudes of others.

Actively encourage younger members, within a carefully internally monitored 
adult supervisory regime, to participate in sporting, commemorative, youth club 
activities and social occasions within RSAs.

°

°

°
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POINT FIVE

Encouragement to Participate

The Youth of a Nation are the Trustees of posterity.

Commemoration and Remembrance Activities

Understanding and Capturing History

Relating to Veterans and the Older Population

RNZRSA is heartened by the increasing 
participation of young New Zealanders in 
ANZAC Day services both here in New Zealand 
and overseas, and recognises that this support 
has been a key factor in the resurgence of the our 
National Day of Commemoration.

RNZRSA has an objective of nurturing shared 
community values, related especially to ANZAC 
Values. We wish to encourage the participation of young 
New Zealanders in Commemorative and Remembrance 
activities. In commemorating the memory of the New Zealand 
servicemen and women, the youth of New Zealand must continue 
to be encouraged to learn of their elders’ experiences.

RNZRSA will support and assist the Ministry for Culture and Heritage in its 
ideals and programmes.

RNZRSA endorses and applauds the Prime Minister’s national secondary schools 
military history essay competition. All RSA Associations are called upon to 
support this competition in their communities.

RNZRSA will continue to advocate that the curricula for all schools should 
include the core subject of New Zealand History, incorporating our armed forces 
contribution to our heritage of peaceful democracy.

All school students should be given practical training in New Zealand political 
democracy and in the duties, obligations and rights of free citizens.

RNZRSA will assist and support young scholars in extending their knowledge of 
the part that veterans have played in protecting the freedom of our Nation.

RNZRSA will promote oral and written military history competitions.

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°

°
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6 POINT SIX

The Drug Issue

“Given all the tensions and frustrations of adolescence, imagine how a teenager might 
feel on being handed a substance that when inhales, ingested or injected is said to make 
all your hassles vanish. The temptation to experiment is understandably considerable.  
So are the risks.”

– The Great Brain Robbery, Tom Scott and Trevor Grice

The risk needs to be known and understood. We can and must play a role in this.

RNZRSA declares its opposition to the importation, production, use and sale of 
illegal drugs. Further we call on Government to introduce and enforce more severe 
penalties for those who illegally import, produce or sell drugs – or otherwise profit 
from such illegal activities.

RNZRSA will actively work with and support principals, teachers, police youth 
initiatives and drug education programmes.

RNZRSA will declare a mentor led ‘War on Drugs’, acknowledging that our efforts 
alone cannot and will not win the war, but that any battle we win on the way,  
is assistance to the cause.

RNZRSA sincerely thanks Mr Tom Scott for permission to reprint the above cartoon from The Great Brain Robbery.
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7POINT SEVEN

Youth Health Issues

Alcohol

Smoking

Sexual Health

Responsible Driving

Youth Suicide

These are the Youth Health issues 
that the RNZRSA must recognise 
and understand. It must do all it 
practically can to use its outreach and 
network to assist in education, and 
the minimisation and prevention of 
the adverse/harmful impacts that flow 
from them.

Many of our members are the parents and 
grandparents of the youth that we seek to 
assist and protect. We must ensure that it is 
known that we will be supportive of them and the 
youth they are responsible for – and that we will help 
the families in every way we can.

We are a support organisation, we will not seek to actively intercede or interfere 
– but we will be available to assist through our welfare structure and our 
Mentoring Programme.

°

°

°

°

°
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8 POINT EIGHT

Supporting Government, Government Agencies  
and Police in their Youth Initiatives

The goodwill of all schools, New Zealand Police, both central and local government and 
their agencies, churches and community service organisations is integral to our efforts.

We must not assume that this goodwill either exists, or is automatic – we must earn it – 
and we must be honest and diligent in our efforts in the Youth area if we are to retain it.

We should consider:

Schools
Community Volunteer Youth Organisations 

The Youth Court
Family and Community Services
Ministry of Youth Development
New Zealand Police
Commissioner for Children
Government Initiatives and Agencies
Maori Youth Initiatives

When asked for assistance, the RNZRSA will do all it 
practically can to support Youth initiatives in this country.

As an organisation we have and will accept a responsibility to try and 
help our young people make the right choices for them as individuals. Young people 
are tomorrow’s workers, parents and leaders.



ten point YOUTH Manifesto 2007/08 13

9POINT NINE

Instilling the Value of Service 

RNZRSA has a role in the education of the youth of New Zealand in the value of 
service and support to family, friends and the nation.

We have a role to play in instilling good life values and in promoting pride in and 
loyalty to the Nation.

RNZRSA will promote service in the New Zealand Defence Force.

RNZRSA will promote service in the Cadet Forces, the Limited Service Volunteers 
and local Territorial Force Units.

RNZRSA will promote an understanding and 
appreciation of the commitment and 
demands of our armed servicemen 
and women and their families.

°

°

°
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10

Assistance with the Development of Young Leaders  
and Role Models

“The function of leadership is to produce more leaders, not more followers.”
– Ralph Nader

It is important to provide youth with examples of positive leaders and leadership so 
that the may realise their own potential and develop their own paths.

The RSA is full of individuals who have overcome adversity and have displayed 
courage, honour, tenacity and leadership.

The RSA embodies the value of serving others before self – service increases one’s 
sense of stake in society community ownership and buy-in which will encourage 
our youths to lead. We should acknowledge and encourage young people who are 
outstanding role models and leaders in their school and local community. We should 
promote them, assist them and guide them.

The RSA can play a part in developing future generations of civic, corporate, 
educational, entrepreneurial and political leaders. We can do this locally – and we can 
do this nationally.

Leadership development, at its core, is about creating changes in thinking and behaviour.  
It is about promoting academic achievement, accountability, moral and civic responsibility, 
and hard work through a range of programmes, initiatives and activities.

RNZRSA will:

Support programmes that encourage and teach leadership.

Continue its programmes and initiatives that recognise young leaders and 
role models.

Appoint on an annual basis an RSA Youth Ambassador. Chosen from outstanding 
young leaders and role models the Youth Ambassador will advise RNZRSA on 
youth issues, and will represent the organisation in youth activities.

Through its Youth Membership Scheme, the RSA will identity and promote 
excellent young New Zealanders

°

°

°

°
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Examples – Matching Words with Deeds

1.	O ur continuing support for the Life Education Trust.

2.	O ur sponsorship of the RNZRSA Community Services Award for the New Zealand 
Cadet Forces.

3.	O ur sponsorship of the RNZRSA National Secondary Schools Speech Competition.

4.	 The establishment of the RNZRSA Youth Mentor Programme.

5.	O ur purchase and distribution of The Great Brain Robbery to all District Youth 
courts for study by youthful offenders in a restorative justice project.

6.	 The establishment of the RNZRSA Youth Membership Scheme.

7.	 The use of RSA facilities by Youth Organisations.

8.	 The Passchendaele Poppy Pack initiative  
in Schools.

9.	 Auckland District RSA Youth Council 
Exchange Trip to Australia.

We can help make a difference

POINT TEN
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SUMMARY

These then are the Ten Points of our Youth Manifesto. RNZRSA intends to promulgate 
this Manifesto widely amongst its entire membership. It will also distribute it to 
all those Government and non-government organisations with an interest in, or a 
concern about, youth matters.

These are the ten issues that will guide the RNZRSA in its endeavours to assist the 
youth of this nation.

Point one	 Support for youth organisations and initiatives

Point two	 Support for the Life Education Trust (let)

Point three	 rnzrsa Youth Mentor Programme

Point four	 Use of rnzrsa facilities

Point five	 Encouragement to participate

Point six	 The drug issue

Point seven	 Youth health issues

Point eight	 Supporting government, government agencies and police in their 
 	 youth initiatives

Point nine	 Instilling the value of service

Point ten	 Assisting with the development of young leaders and role models

RNZRSA considers strong political leadership will be required to restore some basic 
time-honoured family value policies in our Nation.






